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Who do you seek advice from?
What do you do when you’re facing a perplexing problem? 

Who do you turn to for advice on issues that you can’t solve on your own?

For me, I start by seeking help from people I trust that will be honest in 
their advice, people like friends, family and workmates. More often than I’d 
like to admit, I even google my problems usually when the people I trust 
offer suggestions I don’t like. 

Gods’ word is overflowing with answers to life’s difficulties, yet it is often 
the last place we turn for advice. 

As Proverbs 11:14 explains. Where there is no guidance the people fall, but 
when there is a plenty but in abundance of counsellors there is victory.

God knows all about us, He uniquely and individually created us and 
blessed us with our gifts and abilities. God wants to help us discover His 
plan for our lives. So why is God often the last place we turn for advice? 
The scriptures were written to teach and encourage us by giving us hope 
(Romans 15:4). 

So the next time I am faced with a perplexing problem, I’ll try reversing my 
usual approach and start with God. Asking Him to guide me and to show 
me the next steps I need to take. 

Pray… seek advice from others … be patient… then trust God to show you 
His will.

Devotion adapted from Encouraging Thoughts for Women: Hope by 
Marjorie Vawter. 

Submitted by Amber McMahon

Upcoming Events
WEEK 4
FRI 22 FEBRUARY
• Whole School Assembly

WEEK 5
THU 28 FEBRUARY
• District Swimming

FRI 01 MARCH
• Shed Men 6:30pm

WEEK 6
MON 4 MARCH
• Tri-Skills Yrs 3-6

TUE 5 MARCH
• Shrove Tuesday

WED 6 MARCH
• Ash Wednesday

THU 7 MARCH
• School Tour 9:30am
• Reception Information Evening 6:30pm

WEEK 7
MON 11 MARCH
• Adelaide Cup Public Holiday

TUE 12 - WED 13 MARCH
• Year 3 Camp (Woodhouse)



INSPIRE photos featured this week:
• Student Leaders
• Playful Learning

From the Principal
WEEK 4 ALREADY!
At schools, we tend to speak in weeks and terms as 
much as we do dates. This week is already Week 4, 
which means the term is going very quickly, even with 
11 weeks this term. It has been great to see our new 
families and our new students (in Reception and in 
other year levels) around the school saying hi and 
getting to know everybody. Please say hello to any 
unfamiliar faces where you can.

A reminder that this newsletter, Inspire, is an important 
source of information each week at St Paul. Please be 
sure to read and take note of information, including 
occasional changes to dates of events which is 
sometimes unavoidable in a busy school environment. 
And, as always, please contact the school office if 
you have any questions that haven’t been answered 
through our communication channels.

SCHOOL ACCESS FOR PARENTS AND VISITORS
At St Paul we have guidelines about who has access 
to classrooms during the school day. This means that 
all visitors are signed in at the office as a volunteer in 
the school between 9am and 3pm. If you need to drop 
something off to your child after 9am or before 3pm, 
please visit the office and ask for us to take it to the 
classroom.

If you are collecting a child early for the day, it is also 
important that you let the teacher know to send them 
to the office to be collected. Teacher email addresses 
are available via the App under “DIRECTORY ”. 

ALL VISITORS to the school before 3pm are asked to 
speak to our office staff first. Parents collecting children 
at the end of the school day will be able to gain access 
to the school from 3pm onwards.

POSITION VACANT AT ST PAUL
We are currently seeking to fill the position of cleaner. 
This will be a contract for 2019 initially, as we seek to 

find the right balance of timing and role distribution. 
The role will be 30 hours per week, 1pm to 6pm 
each weekday. For more information please contact 
rmader@stpaulba.sa.edu.au. Please share this 
opportunity with anybody you feel may be interested.

2021 ENROLMENTS
In the coming weeks I will be conducting enrolment 
interviews for new families enrolled for Reception in 
2021. We provide priority entry to siblings if we have 
their information on file. If you are a current family of 
St Paul and believe you may not have completed an 
enrolment form for your younger child, please ask at 
the office for a form as soon as possible. If you would 
like to check that you have a form in, please ask Natalie 
Broome to check for you.

If you have friends or extended family who are seeking 
a suitable place for their child’s education, we’d love 
you to direct them to us for a tour. Our next tour is on 
Thursday, 7 March at 9:30am.

ST PAUL GARAGE SALE
As we continue to develop and upgrade our learning 
spaces and furniture, we have a growing collection 
of furniture that is no longer suitable for classrooms, 
however may be useful for you at home or for others 
you know. A flyer went home on Monday with some 
pictures of these items. You will see a selection of items 
under the verandah of the maintenance shed from 
today until Wednesday next week. If you would like to 
have one, or more, of these many items in return for a 
small donation to the school, please email Robyn Mader 
at rmader@stpaulba.sa.edu.au to arrange for collection.

Leila Mattner |Principal

From the Deputy Principal
SCHOOL AT ST PAUL: PLAY
Many years ago, NASA developed a test to assess 
creative potential in prospective employees. The 
unorthodox test focused particularly on the ability 
to look at a particular problem and suggest multiple 
solutions. The test proved to be very insightful and also 
applicable to any age group. They tried it out on some 
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children between the ages of 4 and 5, and decided to 
measure their progress over time and the results have 
changed the way people look at creativity. Nearly 2000 
children took test and 98% of them scored at genius 
level! 5 years later and the same cohort produced 
30% at this level, and 5 years later again it fell to 12%. 
Finally, around 2% of adults achieve this genius level of 
creativity. These aren’t one off results either. They are 
replicated again and again. 

The implication here of course is that children are 
innately creative, imaginative and inventive and 
somewhere along the way, this fades. The finger is 
naturally pointed at education systems that focus 
on right and wrong answers. Do schools ‘teach’ the 
creativity out of students? Children are fascinated by 
exploration and play in order to understand and make 
sense of the world. Academics such as Piaget and 
Vygotsky considered play to be a vital part of childhood 
and significant building blocks of the learning process.

Clearly, children learn through play as it stimulates 
learning and wonder as well as physical, social, and 
emotional development. Playful thinking develops 
creative thinking, and through their own play and 
investigation develop understanding. Play is continually 
purposeful. It’s always informative to children even if we 
as adults don’t always understand it (remember, we’re 
no creative enough). 

In our younger year levels at St Paul, ‘wonder time’ is 
an excellent example of how play is encouraged, but 
learning is “playful” across all year levels and aspects of 
the curriculum. So why then is creativity so important 
that playful learning is becoming an essential part of 
the curriculum? 

“The World Economic Forum reports that you need 
the ten skills listed below to thrive in 2020: Complex 
problem solving. Critical thinking. Creativity. People 
management. Coordinating with others. Emotional 
intelligence. Judgement and decision making. Service 
orientation. Negotiation. Cognitive flexibility.” https://
www.forbes.com/sites/ellevate/2018/08/06/the-skills-
you-need-to-succeed-in-2020/#123a975b288a

Creativity is ranked highly, but when you look at the 
other skills also on the list, aren’t they also an important 
part of play? The photos in this week’s Inspire are 
examples of playful learning at St Paul. Next week, 
I will write about student-centred learning and why 
this simple notion is changing the way education is 
delivered.

Jason Fay|Deputy Principal

From the Wellbeing Leader
TRISKILLS (YEAR 3-6)- CHANGE OF DATE
The first TriSkills session for our Year 3-6 classes will 
now be on the Monday March 4 and every Monday 
(excluding March 11) until Monday April 8.  

GRANDFRIENDS DAY- CHANGE OF DATE

Please note that the new date for Grandfriends Day 
is Friday the 7 June. This will be for students in Year 
3-6. Please update your calendars and make sure your 
child’s Grandfriends keep that date free.

CLASS CARER MORNING TEA- CHANGE OF DATE
Please note that the new date for the first class carer 
morning tea for 2019 is Wednesday the 27 March. 
Please see Felicity or Louise for further information. 

SCHOOL VOLUNTEERS
This week a letter with a yellow volunteers badge was 
sent home to all of our current registered volunteers. 
If you did not receive one and believe you should have, 
please email Carly  cbergen@stpaulba.sa.edu.au

If you wish to be a volunteer at St Paul Lutheran, 
you will need to collect a pack from the front office 
or alternatively contact the front office to get a pack 
sent home with your child. All volunteers require a 
DCSI clearance and need to complete the Valuing Safe 
Communities training. 

FRIDAY ASSEMBLY
Please note that our first whole school Assembly will 
be this Friday 22 February lead by the Year 4 McMahon 
class. 
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SHED MEN
All Dads and male caregivers in the St Paul community 
are invited to ‘Shed Men’.  This is a casual gathering 
where we share an opportunity on the first Friday of 
selected months to gather at a nominated ‘Shed’ to 
meet, chat and socialise in friendship and fellowship. 
This has proven to be an excellent way for men to be 
involved in the school and in the education of their 
children. Shed Men is about guys getting together 
informally, usually around a BBQ at someone’s shed, 
and just getting to know each other while establishing, 
broadening and strengthening friendships. It’s as 
simple as that. Often there’s a footy match or a cricket 
match to watch, but the important thing is that this is a 
gathering of men … for men … organised by men. (No 
salad is the rule!) We even have a constitution! Keep 
an eye out this week for a flyer coming home with 
your eldest child with information about Shed Men 
and coming events. Our next Shed Men will be held on 
Friday 1 March at the ‘School Shed’. Shed Men Go Bush 
2019 Camp: Friday 3 May to Sunday 5 May. For more 
information please contact Leon on 0432 575 126. 
Sign up to the Shed Men Newsletter http://eepurl.com/
dqUstr

Carly Bergen|Wellbeing Leader

General News
ST PAUL DEFENCE FAMILIES 
If you are a Defence family interested in meeting 
regularly for a coffee and chat, please let Sherri at 
the front office know. Once we have an indication of 
interest we will organise our first get-together!

SCHOOL ACCOUNTS
Families are reminded that school accounts are 
now overdue unless you have made an instalment 
arrangement. All families with a payment arrangement 
should now have received a confirmation letter. Please 
contact me without delay if you did not receive your 
letter or would like to set up a payment plan.

Thanks once again to those families that have paid their 
accounts on time providing the school with vital cash 
flow.

NEW CHILD CARE SUBSIDY
It has been seven months since the new Child Care 
Subsidy started! It is a good time to check in on your 
family income estimate. Make sure it is up to date and 
reflects your and your partner’s income for the whole 
financial year. If your estimate is lower than your actual 
income, you may get a debt, which you will have to pay 
back. It is also a good time to check and update your 
activity test if your circumstances have changed.

The easiest way to update your family income estimate 
is by using your Centrelink online account through 
myGov, or the Express Plus Centrelink app. While you 
are there, do not forget to make sure your and your 
partner’s activity details are up to date too.

Robyn Mader|Business Manager

ST PAUL APP

Download it at the App store.

The St Paul App will give you easy access to your portal 
via your mobile devices, including sending absentee 
messages, school calendar and other important 
communication. 

TRANSITION TO ENDEAVOUR COLLEGE
Is your child currently in Year 5? If so, are you 
considering Endeavour College for their secondary 
education, commencing Year 7 in 2021? To take 
advantage of a priority placement and to avoid missing 
out on a place you are encouraged to submit an 
enrolment application by 1 March 2019.  Remaining 
places will soon be offered to other families on our 
waiting list. Please do not hesitate to contact the 
Registrar, Carolyn Wachtel, for further details Ph: 8368 
3311. 

LLL BANKING
Open an LLL Children’s Saving account before 31 March 
2019, and LLL will pay you an opening gift of $25.00, if 
it’s the first LLL account in the child’s name. Be sure to 
write GET25 on your application. You can then drop the 
form back to us. Student banking day is Wednesday. 
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St Paul Lutheran School 
44 Audrey Avenue 
Blair Athol SA 5084 
Phone +61 8 8260 2655
Fax +61 8 8262 4216 
admin@stpaulba.sa.edu.au 
stpaulba.sa.edu.au

OUR VISION:

PROUD MEMBER OF:

OUR VALUES:

God’s Word
2 Timothy 3:16-17

Acceptance
Romans 15:7

Excellence
1 Corinthians 10:31

Respect
Luke 6:31

Compassion
1 John 3:18

Hope
Titus 3:7

Community
2 Corinthians 13:13

Love
1 Corinthians 13:4-8a 

Church News
SAVE THE DATE – ST PAUL CELEBRATION SUNDAY
Our first St Paul Celebration Worship Sunday for the year is on Sunday 
24 March at 10am. St Paul Celebration Sundays (SPCS) are held at St 
Paul Lutheran Church once a term. On these Sundays we have a special 
Worship Service, whereby members of our Church and St Paul school 
community members join together in worship. These Services (without Holy 
Communion) have a focus on children and young people and in particular 
those from our St Paul School community.

After the service at 11am we have an ‘Experience Event’ in the Hall for 
families and children to participate in and enjoy. There is plenty of fun for 
all ages, including crafts and games.  All school and church families are 
warmly invited to attend. For more information about School Ministry at St 
Paul or our St Paul Celebration Sunday Services, please contact our School 
Ministry Worker, Louise Venning,  lvenning@stpaulba.sa.edu.au  0416 008 
129.

PLAYGROUP @ST PAUL 
Playgroup @St Paul is held each Tuesday during school terms, from 
9:00am-10:30am in the Church Hall. Children 0-5 years and their parent or 
carer are invited to join us for a time of play, craft, stories and singing. Our 
theme for Term 1 is Aussie Animals. Come along and join the fun.  Cost is 
$2.00 per family. Please bring a small snack for your child for snack time. 

SPY – ST PAUL YOUTH
St Paul Youth for children in Years 6-8 runs on the first and third Friday 
of the month during school terms. Our next night is Friday 1 March. Time 
7:00pm-9:00pm. Cost is $2.00 Girls please bring supper to share. Any 
inquiries please contact Nicole Hall on 0412 686 342.
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